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Pealzs lsland

STAR
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWS
The main topic of the Peaks Island N_eighborhood Association
general meeting on October 13 was the possible purchase of the St.
Christopher's parish hall by the City of Portland.
The cost of
repairing and upgrading the parish hall to the standards required
of a public building is substantial, and the City would have to
weigh its potential value against competing budget items .
A "brainstormi:ig session" was held at the meeting to solicit
ideas and com,,0::nts on co!Tu-nuni ty needs, the possible parish hall
purchase, and alternative possibilities. Among the needs mentioned
were:
A general meeting space with a stage for performances.
A space for the Senior Center, which must vacate its present
location next April.
A center for teen activities and recreation .
A space to be rented for yoga and other c l asses a nd meetings,
which would be a source of income.
An emergency shelter with kitchen facilities.
A new location for Meals-on-Wheels, now at the Senior Center.
Additional space for the library; the possibility of expanding
into the present community room.
A gym with exercise equipment.

PINA would like to have your comments on both communi ty needs
and alternative ways to meet them. They wi ll be passed on to the
City. You rnay write them on the tear-off s heet below and leave i t
at the library by November 15. We are interested in your ideas; we
are not in any sense conducting a vote or s u rvey.
The next steering committee meeting wi ll be held on Tuesday,
November 10 at 7:30 p . m at the Senior Center.

l .

Additional needs are:

2.

Indicate if you think present facilities are adequate or if a r.
alternative to the parish hall wo u ld be better.

3.

Hy

further com.-nents are:

Signed(optiona l )

- :..:..:..:..:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-:..-=- - - - - - -

THE CITY PAGE
Larry Mead, Island Services Administrator: 756-8288. Island Office Hours : \Ved , 8:30-2:30

LARGE RESPONSE TO DEER SURVEY MAILING

Islanders responded in large numbers to the deer survey which was mailed out in late
September. Over 800 surveys were returned which corresponds to a return rate of approximately
55%. Half of the respondents were year-round residents, a third were extended-stay residents,
and the balance were summer people. This is an excellent response rate and reflects the strong
interest among Islanders in this issue. The complete results of the survey were not yet tabulated
as of the submission deadline for November's STAR. They will be published in the December
ST AR and will be posted and available in early November. Thank you to each person who took
the time to think about and return the survey.
ST CHRISTOPHER'S PARISH HALL UNDER STUDY

The Parish Hall of St. Christopher's Catholic Church is being sold by the Diocese of
!\'laine. The Church has asked the City if it is interested in acquiring the building for use as a
Community Center. In response the City is studying the building to determine its condition and
suitability. In addition, the City is assessing the needs on the island for a Community Center. The
City has not yet made a decision about whether or not to purchase the Hall.
The City's structural engi neer and fire safety inspector have inspected the building, which
is located on Central Avenue across from the Church. The initial assessment is that the shell is
structurally very sound (the building is 30 years old). There are significant structural and
maintenance deficiencies on the inside of the building which would need to be addressed if it were
put to public use. These include the heating system, accessibility, bathrooms, fire alarm and fire
suppression, and water infiltration. Cost estimates are being developed for these renovation and
maintenance needs so that a per square foot cost can be applied, including the cost of acquisition.
At the same time the needs of the island for a community building are being looked at,
both by City staff and a number of island residents. During this process a number of needs and
possible uses have been cited, including: recreation use for all ages (adults, teens, youth, seniors),
public meeting space larger than the existing community building, kitchen space, emergency
shelter, community group space (e.g. , scouting), dances, theater productions and holiday events.
An additional idea related to this possibility is that the library could potentially expand if the
meeting room at the Community Building were replaced with another public facility.
In addition, City staff is examining existing options on the island which may be suitable to
meet identified needs. For example the School gymnasium remains unused on most evenings and
weekends. If funds could be found to provide staff coverage, what needs could be met in this
space? Could some needs be taken care of by private facilities, such as other churches or,
seasonally; the Th Maine, TEIA, or Lion's Club?
Finally, there has also been speculation that the Senior's Center space at the corner of
Island and Welch Street may be converted to business use, displacing the seniors and others who
use it as a meeting and gathering place. The City currently rents the space. At this date the
building's owner has not made a final decision about the use of the building. Shared use with
continuing space for senior's functions is one of the options under consideration.

BRACKETT MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Church Street
Rev. Johanne Dame, Minister

766-5013

Worship and Church School each Sunday at 10:00 a.m., Coffee Hour at 11:15
Childcare Provided
Church school is held during the worship service for children ages 5 to 12 and childcare is
provided for younger children. All are welcome to join us.
Save this Date! The annual Jingle Bell Fair will be held Saturday, December 12.
Sunday, November 1 is Stewardship Sunday. Please consider pledging as we continue our ministry
here on Peaks Island.
The annual charge conference will be held on Sunday, November 22. D.S . Don Rudalevige will join
us before church at the PPR meeting , for the worship service, and a potluck luncheon immediately
following. This is also Thanksgiving Sunday with a special offering being collected on behalf of
Project Feed, a local food bank sponsored by Woodfords Congregational Church.
)

Give thanks to the Lord.

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
Pastor - Fa ther Rob e rt Bo uchard
Sunday:
Thursday:

774- 32 76

Ma s s at 9:15 a.m.
Ado r a ti o n o f the Blessed Sa c ra ment
Mass 12 noon

11:30 a.m.

Peaks Island Elementary School
Everyon e is invited to:
1. An evening of Community Storytelling on Friday, November 13 from
6 :45-9 :00pm a t the Peaks Island School. Come bring a story or come
to listen! For more information. see the la test issue of the LINK or call
Ann Fos ter-Tabbutt at 766 -9762 .
2. A p erformance of "The Frog Prince" by the Kracke rjack Theater on
Friday. Nove mber 20 at 9 : I Sam a t the Peaks Island Sch ool. This event
is sponsored by the Peaks Island School P.T.A.
We would like to welcome Ashley Foote as a s econd grad er and Rhonda
Be rg a s an Educational Technician .
We are looking for reading mentors . If anyone h a s a t leas t one-half
h our of time p er week to help a young child with his/ her reading. please
contact Susan Carlson, Volunteer Coordina tor, at 766 -2528.
Peake; le;land'e; Parent/Teacher Organization 15 now officially a "PTA"I We are joining with famllle5, uacher5
and communttlee; throughout Maine and the whole country In 5upport of chlldren and education. We lnvlu the
greater Peake; l51and community - parent6, grandparent5, frlend5, vue;lnee;e;ee; - to join the Peake; le;land PTA.
Pleae;e fill In the following regf5tratlon fom, and drop It off or mall It to the e;chool (Church St).
Name: _ _ _ _ _ __ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ __ _ _ _ __ _ __ _ _

Addree;e;:

- - -- - -- - - - -- - - - - - - -- - -- - - - -- - - -- --

Telephone Number: _ _ _ _ __ _ _ __

Dlle5 are $3 per member/$6 per couple. One vote per member. Pleae;e encl05e duee; with regle;tratlon. Checke;
can be made out to-Peaks Island PTA". Thank you!

It Takee A Whole l61and To Ral5e A Child

*News From the Peaks Island Branch Library*
129 Island Avenue
"in the community building"
766-5540
Library Hours: Tues: 2-8 Wed: 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat 8-12 noon
Vote and visit the library: Tuesday, l ·ovember 3, the Peaks Island Branch
Library will be open the same hours as the polls : 7 AM to 8 PM. If you have never
been in the library, we hope you will come in and look around. If you already use
the library, we hope this will be a convenience for you.
Adult Book Discussion, Tuesday, Novembe r 3, 7 PM on the library balcony.
Kay Taylor will be the facilitator for a discussion of Angle of Repose, for which
Wallace Stegner won a Pulitzer Prize. For the December discussion, we will read
The Color of \Yater by James tvkBride. Please join us.
Family Night: Over the years, those of us who wo rk at the library have
noticed certain individuals and families who make a habit of visiting the library on
Tuesday nights, ei ther just before or after supper. They seem to enjoy the pattern of
coming to the library at a regular ti.me, and we thought perhaps there are others
who also would find that a pleasure but have not thought of it.
To encourage others to think of Tuesday evenings as a regular time to visit
th e library, we are offering an activity once a month that both adults and young
people might enjoy, usually on the third Tuesday of the month. You can come any
time between 6 PM and 8 PM. In October, we had materials for making a Jv!on arch
butterfly and a kind helper, Judy Piawlock, who sat at a table in the library and
helped anyone who came during that time and wanted to make the butterfly. In
November, father-and-son team Avner and Zev Eisenberg have volunteered to
make origami figures with anyone who comes and either knows how to make the
figures or wants to learn, November 17, between 6 PM and 8 PM.
We see this as something for all ages. We hope you will stop in.
"Memories of a Maine Island: Turn-of-the-Century-Tales and Photographs" is
the title of a photography exhibit at the main library from Novber 3-28 that might be
especially interesting to Peaks Islanders. There will be an opening reception and
gallery talk on Thursday, N ovember 5 from 5 to 7 PM. The island featured is
Islesford in the early 1900s.
Some of the New Books

fiction
Jill Churchill
Jude Deveraux
Andrew Greeley
Stephen King
no n -Ji c ti o n
Ed ward Klein
Joan Lunden
Susan McElroy
**-!(

Merchant of Menace
The Blessing
A \Vinter' s Tale
Bag of Bones

Barbara Kingsolver Poisonwood Bible
Robert Parker
Trouble in Paradise
Nora Roberts
The Reef
Anita Shreve
vVeight of \Vater

Just Jackie
Bend in the Road ...
Animals as Guides
for the Soul

Bernie Siegel

Prescriptions for
Living

***
***
***
***
***
***
DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER STAR: Wednesday November 25.
*i~*
***
***
***
***
***
***
***

***

***

***

***

***
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.THE FIFTH MAINE REGIMENT COMMUNITY CENTER
P.O. BOX 41 , PEAKS ISLAND, MAINE 04 1 08

The Fifth Maine Regiment Community Association has been recognized by Greater Portland
Landmarks for its stewardship ofthe Fifth Maine Regiment Memorial Hall.' A blue ribbon of merit
now adorns the bulletin board on the front lawn of the Hall. This very special award represents a
tribute to our unique community and to the hundreds of people who, o ver the past 44 years, have
given generously of their time and talents to preserve an important part of our state' s Civil War
heritage - the Fifth Maine Regiment Memorial Hall. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all Peaks
Islanders, past and present, for your support of the Fifth Maine.

SENIOR CITIZENS News
Fifty-five Seniors enjoyed Lunch catered by Caroline Pa r ker at the Fifth
Maine Building.
It was our last meeting there for the summer a n d a huge,
delicious success .
We were delighted to see our new Sandwich Board made by Bob Willwerth
and decorated by Carol Burke. We will be watching it for future notices.
Our next meeting will be on November 9th when we will have a Thanksgiving Dinner at the Peaks Island House . There will be a limited numb er
so call Grace Wright early at 766-2635 for your reserv ation.
Everyone signed a huge, gorgeous, unique birthday card for Denise
Macarona. Have a happy year, Denise; you've ear n ed it!
We are indeed a growing organization. Our nu mber h as now reached
106 members .... Good for us!

CASCO BAY GARAGE

54Commercia1Street P.O.Box7525 Portland. Maine 04 11 2 (207)76 i-959 1

October 22, 1998
Dear Casco Bay Garage Patrons,
The winter-only parking program will begin November 1st. If you would like more information
please call 761-9591 . We already have quite a few people signed up and space is limited.
Please remember that all cards, '"-inter or year round, are not transferable.
Currently, the garage has no year round monthly spaces available. We ha\·e many people on
waiting lists--call for more information. lf you have questions about your account please call on
Mondays, Wednesdays or Thursdays between 8:00 and 4 :00, or yo u can lea\·e a message and I
will get back to you as soon as possible.

Ruth Demers, ruthd@maine.rr.com
Casco Bay Garage

CATHOLIC
CHARITIES
MAINE

~

PEAKS ISLAND CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER
P.O. Box 7 • 71 Herman Avenue • Peaks Island, Maine 04108-(X)()7
Phone: 207-766-2854 • Fax: 207-766-2739

We are looking forward to our STONE SOUP gathering on Wednesday,
November 25 .. based on a children's story about delicious soup flavored
with a delicious stone and ingredients shared by the entire village. We'll be
sharing, cutting and peeling together and eating at a banquet table created
for the day! As we share our Harvest, we'd like to thank the entire
community for your ongoing support of Peaks Island children.
We are looking for an individual to shovel/clear our outside walkways
during the winter months. Please stop by for an application or talk to Janine
Blatt.
We are also still looking for substitute teachers ..if you are comfortable with
c;. group of young children we can provide training. As this goes to press we
haven't yet filled a year round teaching position. Pl~ase contact either
Janine Blatt or Jon Kelso about these two opportunities.
STAR OF TIIE SEA
STUDIO AUD 30UTIOUE
OUR DANCE RS ARE BUSY 1HTH A NEi·J SEASON OF DANCE, ''7E HOPE T O ENTERTAIN
THIS iHNTER FOR T HE LOCAL NURSING HOMES . WE ALSO ';']QULD LIKE TO DO sm.m
THEATRE HORK, A.~YO~rn INTERESTED IN J OI NING OUR "PLJ\.Y ACTING GROUl?" ARE
1vE LCOME, ITS FREE AND NO DANC I NG ABILITY IS REQUIRED,, JUSTYOUR COMMITMENT.
CHILDREN AND ADULTS ARE NEEDE!) TO PERFOR~1 . ALL P ~ C'Cf."EDS TO ADVANCE THE
THEATRE ARTS, H! D~NlA A:m DA~~CE.
PL::-:ASE C.7',LL 766-2727
7i:E BOUTI'.")UE IS 0:-'E~l' 1-;o~·J: 'l'~iURS . TliRU SU:mAY l :on ':'.'049:r.1 . mrm KNI TT S ,
DOLL S , GIFTS, CLOTEE S A.~D JT::: 7ELRY. SALSS TO BE:-.JIFI 'l' O'J:q C0'·1'-H.I':HT'! :?ROG!'~A.\1S.
:IA"P'.1 l!OL:1:DAY S
DOR:::: = :~ .Z\:D CO.

Friends of Peaks Island Animals'• 5boulder rd.• peaks island •me.• 04108
766-5606/766-5742
The next meeting of the Friends of Peaks Island Animals will be on the third Tuesday in
March 1999, at 7 p.m. , in the Community Center. All are welcome.
Check the Peaks library for a 3-hour video series called ''Raising Your Dog with the
Monks of New Skete," which our group is donating. This award-winning. dog-training
program is recommended for those with dogs and as a valuable preparation for getting a
puppy.
With the cold weather about to descend upon us again, please be on the watch and
contact us about any stray cats or dogs or any pets that may not have sufficient shelter.

If you find an injured or dead seal, please immediately call the New England Marine
Animal Lifeline in Biddeford at 851-6625. They will also want to know if the seal has an
orange tracking tag in its rear flipper.

November at Peaks Island's Health Center
26 Sterling Street
PO Box 52
766-2929

~ / -~'1
,;~.:]I. ~~~-<mt
.,
11·.)~:::- ,DO i.{ ·,
-..

•·

OD .,

Mercy-Maritime Family Practice - Christina Mahoney, FNP
.
00 I 1
1 ,:
A warm welcome to Bethany Nleserve, office manager. She
·r
·
is a graduate of SMIC with an associate's degree in Medical Assisting
:; ~
and Administrative Office Management. Ple~se stop in and say hello. 1 ~~ 1~:--:--::_-:=_-:::!~
Fall Hours: Nlonday, Tuesday, Thursday, Fnday - 8:30 - 4: 30
~UY--- --~
Wednesday, 12 noon - 8PM
CLOSED Tuesday and Wednesday, November 10 and 11 for Veterans Day
and Wednesday and Thursday, November 26 and 27 for Thanksgiving.

i __·- :.

Other Services at Health Center
Dental: Hygienist: Wednesday, November 18; Dentist:Friday, November 20.
Call Robin at Center for Community Dental Health, 874-1025, for an appointment.
Podiatrist: Dr. Dorsey will be here the morning of Wednesday, December 9.
Call 761-3889 for information or an appointment.
Dr. DeGrinney will have island office hours, Wednesday, December 9,
12 noon to 4 PM. Phone the Health Center (2929) for an appointment.
Dermatology: Michelle Crotty from Dr. Taylor's office was here October 15 for
her first visit to Peaks Island. Many people used this service, and health center staff
are keeping a waiting list for those wishing to see her when she comes again. Please
call (2929) for an appointment. We will call you to confirm time and date.
Special Events
Weight Watchers will hold an informational meeting here on the island,
Wednesday, November 4, at 6:30 PM at the Health Center for anyone interested. We
need 16 people to establish a regular meeting on Peaks. Please call the Health Center
if you are interested in participating, even if you cannot attend the meeting on the
fourth.
Low-Impact Aerobics are being held every Wednesday, 11:30 to 12:30, and every
Friday, 3:00 to 4:00, in the Community Room. Corne join the fun and get in shape
while you are at it.
From the Casco Bay Health Center Board
We are excited and pleased with the increase in hours that the Health Center
is open and all the new services and educational activities that Christina ~1lahoney
is coordinating and sponsoring. We hope that islanders who appreciate the
convenience of these services will make good use of them.
We are also grateful for the response received so far to our Annual Fund
appeal. If you did not receive a letter and would like to contribute, please mail your
check to the Casco Bay Health, PO Box 52, Peaks Island ME 04108.
At the annual meeting, t\,vo new members were.elected to the board: Linda
Dillingham and Kathy McCarthy. Continuing to serve are Carol Kinney, Ellie
Springer (Secretary), Pat Ano, Paul Casey, Kay Taylor (President), Angela Kelso,
Chuck Radis (Vice President), Donald Webster (Treasurer), Jack Anderson, Jane
Banquer, Janine Blatt, Clare Cary, Gene Taylor, and Priscilla Webster.

I

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES on PEAKS ISLAND
· Sponsored by Portland Parks and Recreation
To reserve the Community Room, you must contact Denise (766-2970) at least two
days in advance. If Denise is not available, please leave a message at 87 4-8793
during regular business hours. If you would like to put a display up in the Community
Building, please leave a message for Denise at 766-2970.

• ISLAND HAPPENINGS - OPEN TO ALL ADULTS •
LOW IMPACT AEROBICS continues through December 11 .
Join Chris and Denise on Wednesdays (11 :30 - 12:30 pm) and/or Fridays (3-4:00 pm)
"AROUND TUIT" WORKSHOP - Friday, November 13
An opportunity to finish those crafts projects. Now is the time to get "around tuit"!
1:00 - 2:30 pm in the Community Room
LET'S MAKE DECORATIONS for the COMMUNITY TREE - Monday, Nov. 30
Pre-schoolers, parents and grandparents :
10:30 - 11 :15 am
Adults of all ages:
1:00 - 2 :00 pm
School-age children :
2:45 - 3:45 pm
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Community Tree Lighting will be on Saturday, Dec. 5
ATTENTION TEENS!
Teen Program has begun - an opportunity to play board games, do arts and crafts,
enjoy Open Gym and take off-island trips. Please see schedule on bulletin board in
Community Center for dates and activities. Drop-in fee: $.50 per session.
ATTENTION BASKETBALL PLAYERS: Open Games on Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm
ATTENTION STAR GAZERS: Call Denise (2970) if this topic interests you.

· OFF-ISLAND TRIPS: OPEN TO ALL ADULTS •
Pre-registration required. Sign-up sheets on the brown door in the Com. Ctr. Phone
registrations begin on November 4. All trips have a small transportation fee. These
trips are subject to the weather. Canceled trips may not always be re-scheduled.

KITTERY SHOPPING TRIP
Monday, November 16
10:00 am boat/no later than 5:30 pm return
Deadline to register: Nov. 13

CRAFT SHOPS and FAIRS
Friday, November 20
10:00 am boat/3:15 pm return
Deadline to register: Nov. 18

FALMOUTH SHOPPING: WAL-MART, AMES and SHAW'S
Monday, November 23
8:15 am boat/12:15 pm return
Deadline to register: Nov. 18

